Brief comment text:

I respectfully oppose NextNav Inc.’s proposal to reconfigure the 902-928 MHz band used by amateur radio.

My primary concern is the very real potential for the proposed band allocation to cause interference with currently high-priority ISM and lower-priorty amateur and non-licensed activity, including community projects such as Meshtastic and other projects such as IoT. (The FCC website bio of Chair Rosenworcel states that “Jessica has been a consistent champion for connecting all. She is a leader in spectrum policy, developing new ways to support wireless services from Wi-Fi to video and the internet of things.”)

My additional concern is that NextNav's proposal centers its argument for the rebranding on the importance of developing a terrestrial PNT system. NextNav positions itself as the sole entity capable of developing such a system in an economic environment that precludes such a system from receiving sufficient incentives for development. However, their proposal concurrently purposes the lower 900 MHz bands for 5G cellular connectivity. Their proposal starts with PNT, but I worry this is mere lip service in order to convince you to give them additional spectrum for standard broadband communication access.

In their brief section on working with other stakeholders (page 31 of the proposal), they misrepresent any potential impact on current users of the bands. “NextNav is completing technical analyses intended to address representative Lower 900 MHz Part 15 uses and will work with unlicensed users to understand their spectrum requirements.” This analysis is in the hypothetical future, and is mentioned as an afterthought.

Before acquiescing to this spectrum grab by a licensee with existing and ample licenses, please ensure that any band allocation changes are PRECEDED by full technical analyses of the impact on Meshtastic and other current band uses, and that such uses are explicitly protected before any band allocation is considered.

I thank the FCC for performing its job in ensuring the US radio spectrum is beneficial to all, including amateur uses not typically served in our increasingly corporate-captured regulatory environment.

The FCC can provide this benefit by pursuing its core mission of enabling spectrum to be put to its highest and 
best use–which, for at least one remaining slice of our spectrum, should include use by amateurs to foster inovation in a way that continues to have the lowest barrier to entry.
